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U21 Golf Croquet International at Newcastle
The weekend of 28th and 29th April saw an under-21 croquet international come to Newcastle. The Irish team of six battled hard against a top English team, but eventually lost by 12 games to 42. The English sent over their best possible team, including Marcus Evans, ranked 27 in the world, Jack Wicks (their Captain), and many other top players, all of them ranked well ahead of our own. 

The Irish team were: brothers Andrew & Kieran Murphy, Danny Johnston, Ben Harris, Louise Ireson and Fiachra Carroll. All of the team are current or former pupils of East Glendalough School in Wicklow Town, which continues to offer croquet classes to its Transition Year students.
All of the Irish team managed to win between one and three games, with almost half of all the games being won on the final hoop. Only three games out of fifty four ending with a result as low as 7-2 (there was only one 7-1 result – a doubles victory for the Irish!). Perhaps the highlight of the weekend was the victory which Danny Johnston scored on the final session against world number 27 Marcus Evans, breaking his perfect record for the event.
The team hopes to travel to England next year for a return match, and the players are optimistic that they can improve to a level which will allow them to reverse the result. The improvement in both skill and tactics amongst the Irish was evident as the weekend progressed, borne out by the fact that they won five of the last eleven singles games.
The games were played in a friendly, but competitive spirit; with no arguments or ill-temper (older players take note). Most of the visiting team stayed with one of their Irish opposition. Saturday night brought the ubiquitous Newcastle barbeque at Harris’s, with “speed” and “one arm, one leg” croquet being played into the dark. Thanks, Brian, and to Harry and Nathaniel also for providing the lawns. The event was originated to encourage the young players and it seems to have achieved that aim.

Russell Harris (Irish team manager)
Saturday Results

	English player(s)
	
	Irish player(s)
	Result

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	beat
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris
	7-3

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	7-4

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	beat
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	7-5

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris
	7-5

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	lost to
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	4-7

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	beat
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	5-7

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	beat
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris 
	7-2

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	beat
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	7-4

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	7-3

	Marcus Evans
	beat
	Andrew Murphy
	7-4

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Daniel Johnston
	7-6

	Tom Brant
	lost to
	Kieran Murphy
	4-7

	Eugene Chang
	lost to
	Fiachra Carroll
	4-7

	William Gee
	beat
	Ben Harris
	7-4

	Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-2

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Andrew Murphy
	7-2

	Tom Brant
	beat
	Daniel Johnston
	7-4

	Marcus Evans
	beat
	Kieran Murphy
	7-5

	William Gee
	beat
	Fiachra Carroll
	7-6

	Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Ben Harris
	7-3

	Eugene Chang
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-2

	Tom Brant
	beat
	Andrew Murphy
	7-3

	Marcus Evans
	beat
	Daniel Johnston
	7-5

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Kieran Murphy
	7-3

	Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Fiachra Carroll
	7-4

	Eugene Chang
	beat
	Ben Harris
	7-5

	William Gee
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-4


Sunday Results

	English player(s)
	
	Irish player(s)
	Result

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	lost to
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris
	4-7

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	7-4

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	lost to
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	6-7

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris
	7-6

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	beat
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	7-3

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	beat
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	2-7

	Eugene Chang & William Gee
	lost to
	Andrew Murphy & Ben Harris 
	1-7

	Jack Wicks & Tom Brant
	beat
	Kieran Murphy & Fiachra Carroll 
	7-3

	Marcus Evans & Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Daniel Johnston & Louise Ireson
	7-2

	Marcus Evans
	beat
	Andrew Murphy
	7-5

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Daniel Johnston
	7-5

	Tom Brant
	lost to
	Kieran Murphy
	5.7

	Eugene Chang
	beat
	Fiachra Carroll
	7-4

	William Gee
	beat
	Ben Harris
	7-4

	Rachel Rowe
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-5

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Andrew Murphy
	7-5

	Tom Brant
	lost to
	Daniel Johnston
	5-7

	Marcus Evans
	beat
	Kieran Murphy
	7-3

	William Gee
	beat
	Fiachra Carroll
	7-6

	Rachel Rowe
	lost to
	Ben Harris
	4-7

	Eugene Chang
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-4

	Tom Brant
	lost to
	Andrew Murphy
	3-7

	Marcus Evans
	lost to
	Daniel Johnston
	5-7

	Jack Wicks
	beat
	Kieran Murphy
	7-3

	Rachel Rowe
	lost to
	Fiachra Carroll
	5-7

	Eugene Chang
	beat
	Ben Harris
	6-3

	William Gee
	beat
	Louise Ireson
	7-5


